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 Our July and August working 
bees were really well attended. We have 
worked hard improving our soil with 
compost and mulch. We have also begun 
work on marking out clearer pathways on 
the embankment to help prevent people 
treading on plants and to give the young 
children somewhere to climb and explore. 
At the last working bee, Lachlan and Chris 
gave us a talk on how to prune and how 
to use cuttings to propagate our plants.

Lachlan also been incredibly industrious, 

clearing the plumbago and bitou bush 
and planting natives. As Lachlan puts it:  
“Currently the upper slope of  Sandhills 
is occupied with a dense thicket of  Bitou 
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 Our fi rst open day held in June was 
a great success with over 50 people coming 
along to participate in the workshops held 
for us by the Tree Frog Permaculture lads, 
Lachlan Storrie and Christopher Wallis. We 
learnt how to make our composting more 
productive using the Berkeley Compost 
Layer Cake, building up layers of  green 
waste, manure and mulch. It has helped 
solve the problem of  what to do with our 
green waste, as well as how to break down 
our food scraps more effi ciently. After let-
ting the fi lled bins stand for a while, we are 

now layering this with our green waste, ma-
nure and mulch.  Last working bee we were 
able to put this wonderful stuff  around our 
beds, getting them ready for Spring plant-
ing.  

Becky Whan, an architect, also gave us a 
practical demonstration of  how to build 
a green roof. We are hoping to build a 
garden entrance with a green roof  in the 
near future. Becky has also set up our very 
informative website,  http://sandhillscom-
munitygarden.com/  
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 These images of  insects that are 
thriving in our garden were taken by David 
Kelly, who is often to be found wandering 
round our garden with his camera. Bees are 
the most important pollinating insects we 
have in the garden. They are dependent on 
pollen as a protein source and on fl ower 
nectar as an energy source. Adult females 
collect pollen primarily to feed their larvae. 
The pollen they inevitably lose in going 
from fl ower to fl ower lands on the pistils 
(reproductive structures) of  other fl owers 
of  the same species, resulting in cross-polli-
nation. It’s great to see so many bees in our 

garden! Ladybirds are a kind 
of  beetle and mostly very use-
ful in the garden because they 
eat pests, but some eat plants. 
This one particularly likes our 
eggplant leaves! 
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Our Garden Creatures 

Bush and Plumbago …These are being 
cut back in incremental stages allowing the 
planting of  natives such as Bottlebrushes 
and Grevilleas which are ideal for attracting 
birds and other insect life to enhance the 
garden ecosystem. Natives such as this 
are also useful in preventing erosion as 
their fi brous root systems knit the soil 

together thus stabilising the embankment. 
As the Bitou and Plumbago are cut back, 
the green ‘waste’ is being squashed into 
the embankment along its contours in 
order to maintain the bank integrity and 
soil moisture levels while the replacement 
plants take root.’  Anyone able and willing 
to assist with this massive job of  clearing 
will be very welcome. Call our coordinator, 
Chris, to organize a time on 49291452.
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A really big Thank You to 

Lachlan Storrie and Chris 

Wallis!
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 Naomi has been organising lo-
cal primary age children in creating garden 
motives out of  their names to screen print 
onto tea towels which we want to sell as 
our major fund-raising activity this year. We 
could perhaps also make some Xmas cards 
and use our newly acquired knowledge on 
propagation to make some pots for sale. 

Fund raising

 Working Bees. We can always use 
help weeding, mulching, planting 
and feeding the garden. This can 
be done any time and everyone is 
welcome to potter, weed and plant 
whenever and wherever you can 
fi nd some space.  If  you would 
like to garden on a more regular 
basis there is a small group who 
tend the garden regularly. Please 
ring Chris 49291452 if  you are 
interested in becoming a more 
‘serious’ gardener.  Otherwise, 
working bees are held the fi rst 
Sunday of  every month, from 2-4, 
and 4-6 during daylight saving.

Working Bees

Love to see you there, for whatever time you can spare.
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sams-art.com/design

Anyone who would like to 
contribute to these fund 
raising projects, either with 
pots or ideas on how to sell 
these, would be very welcome.

Photo By Chris E
veringham


