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 We have planted more spinach and 
parsley to try to keep up with the demand 
for this produce and there is some beetroot 
beginning to pop up here and there. Last 
working bee we used some eco logs to 
make more beds on the embankment. 
Peas have been planted in one, and we 
have planted potatoes in the bed under the 
tree with strawberries around the border.  
There is still room here for anyone to plant 
some “gourmet” potatoes if  they can get 
hold of  some. Tomatoe plants have also 
popped up here and there and should yield 

some fruit even during winter because of  
the garden’s sheltered, northerly aspect. 
Although we would love to grow cabbage 
and broccoli, unfortunately the cabbage 
moth is everywhere. Last year the moth 
destroyed our attempts. Anyone with any 
solutions to this pest problem please let us 
know.

Garden Update
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 There’s still a few eggplants, and 
lots of  self-seeded lettuce and rocket in 
the garden, enough to make a fresh salad, 
especially if  mixed with the baby spinach, 
sorrel and French mustard and basil that 
can be found in the garden. There’s also 

plenty of  Asian Greens, seeded from last 
year’s crop, which can be mixed with a few 
leaves of  kale and stir fried. Snow peas are 
beginning to fl ower and garden peas are 
beginning their climb.



 Thanks to Sam Willcox for 
organising this with council and to 
Phil Heaton and Bill Farrow for 
putting it up.  The sign expresses 
our philosophy really well and is very 
welcoming to the many  visitors who 
wander through. 
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 NCC has very kindly installed 
a tap for our use, located near the 
sensory garden. This is going to make 
watering and fertilising so much easier 
so big thanks to Susan Denholm for 
her support in leading this project 
through council. Next summer, we 
will organise a watering roster
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The tap project

 Our Sandhills sign

 We have also found a good spot for 
a donated pineapple guava tree up on the 
embankment. 
 This tree is a native to South 
America but grows well here. The fruit is 
egg-shaped with a thin lime-green skin. The 
fl esh inside is cream-colored and encases a 
jelly-like center. The texture is rough, close 
to that of  a pear. 
The fl esh tastes like a mixture of  

several other fruits, usually described as 
pineapple, guava, and strawberry.

Pineapple Guava tree
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- One happy gardener!

- Installing the sign 

- Pineapple Guava fruit and fl ower
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 We held our AGM before the last 
working bee and the following people were 
elected to the committee: Coordinator:  
Chris Everingham, Treasurer: Maryanne, 
Newsletter editor: Sam North, General 
committee members: Brian, Naomi, 
Sam Willcox, Joan Browning, Barbara 
Schofi eld.   It was decided that 
rather than holding formal meetings during 
the year, we continue with the present system 
whereby those with possible projects for 
the garden “put it out there” for discussion 
and development, via informal chats down 
at the garden and e-mail. 
 These ideas will then be discussed 
with the Greening Centre who supervise 
our garden activity on behalf  of  NCC.  
Anyone with ideas for a garden project or 
fund raising event is encouraged to talk to 
Chris and/or someone on the committee.

 We also discussed the possibility 
of  combining permaculture workshops 
with our working bees. Lachlan Storrie 
and Christopher Wallis from Sustaining 
Our Suburbs are setting up a permaculture 
consultancy and are available to give us this 
input. 
 We are hoping to have the fi rst of  
these at our June working bee. We have 
asked the guys to teach us what to do with 
our green waste and how to construct a 
green compost facility. Becky Whan, an 
architect,  also has an exciting vision of  an 
earth roofed entrance for our garden and is 
happy to build a model for us to see how it 
will be constructed at a future working bee.

The Annual General Meeting 
and future garden projects 

 Those people contributing to our 
compost are responding to our pleas to 
help by chopping the waste into smaller 
pieces and turning the bin a few times 
when passing. Remember, if  you have 
time, to include some grass clippings, dry 
leaves, shredded paper, lucerne, comfrey 
and/or sugar cane mulch.

Compost still 

matters

 We can always use help weeding, 
mulching, planting and feeding the garden. 
This can be done any time and everyone is 
welcome to potter, weed and plant when-
ever and wherever you can fi nd some space.  
If  you would like to garden on a more regu-

lar basis there is a small group who tend the 
garden regularly. Please ring Chris if  you 
are interested in becoming a more ‘serious’ 
gardener.  Otherwise, working bees are held 
the fi rst Sunday of  every month, from 2-4. 

Working Bees

Love to see you there, for whatever time you can spare.
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